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At Suez we enter the Suez Canal, a big ditch dug to connect the Mediterranean and the Red Seas. The canal is only about 100 miles long, and of this about 24 miles is merely a deepened channel made through a number of shallow lakes. It varies in width from 240 to 360 feet and, in places, is not wide enough to allow two vessels to pass each other, so that very often one vessel
SUEZ   CANAL,  AT  A   PASSING PLACE.
has to draw up at a wider spot in order that any vessel that is in a narrower part can go by. The waiting is very tiresome as there is little to see but sand, and as soon as the ship stops the breeze made by its motion stops also. On either side there is, however, a slight border of trees and other vegetation where the water has brought life to the thirsty land. Elsewhere